
 
 
 

 

 
Wednesday, 03 March 2021 

 

Call for Nominations:  
Scientific Committee of the World Data System  

To: WDS Members; ISC Member Organizations, Member Unions and Associations, 

Affiliated Members, and Research Programmes; and other interested organizations  

 
Dear Colleague, 

On behalf of Dr Alex de Sherbinin—the Chair of the World Data System (WDS, www.WorldDataSystem.org) 

Scientific Committee (SC)—I would like to bring to your attention that the term of the current WDS-SC will expire at 

the end of June 2021, and a number of SC members will not be able to continue serving on the Committee. 

The International Science Council (ISC) and WDS would therefore like to call on their respective members, as well as 

partners organizations concerned with scientific data stewardship, to nominate new members of the Scientific 

Committee. Nominations of early career and female scientists or experts are strongly encouraged. 

The WDS-SC is the governing body of WDS as defined in its Constitution.  It is composed of internationally recognized 

and leading researchers and experts in all aspects of scientific data. SC members are appointed in their personal 

capacity normally for a three-year term that is renewable once, with attention to geographical, disciplinary and 

gender balance. In addition, at least four members are drawn from representatives of WDS Member Organizations.  

The list of current SC members is attached and their bios are available online.  

More information regarding the roles and responsibilities of SC members can be found below, and a document 

outlining their expected workload commitments is attached. 

If you would like to nominate an expert for the WDS Scientific Committee, then please complete the attached 

Nomination Form to be sent to the WDS International Programme Office by email (ipo@worlddatasystem.org) no 

later than Wednesday, 5 May 2021. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Rorie Edmunds, 
Acting Executive Director

https://www.worlddatasystem.org/
https://www.worlddatasystem.org/organization/constitution_and_bylaws
https://www.worlddatasystem.org/organization/scientific-committee
mailto:ipo@worlddatasystem.org


 
 
 
 

International Programme Office 
Acting Executive Director: Rorie Edmunds. Senior Advisor: Takashi Watanabe. Administrative Officer: Yuko Nikaido. 
Communications Officer: Kumi Honda. 
  
Scientific Committee 
Chair: Alex de Sherbinin (USA). Vice-chairs: Ingrid Dillo (The Netherlands), Elaine Faustman (USA). Members: David Castle (Canada), 
Aude Chambodut (France), Aminata Garba (Rwanda), Isabelle Gärtner-Roer (Switzerland), Toshihiko Iyemori (Japan), Claudia Medeiros (Brazil), 
Marc Nyssen (Belgium), Ioana Popescu (The Netherlands), Juanle Wang (China). ECR Network Representative: Lianchong Zhang (China). 
Ex officio: Heide Hackmann (ISC), Yasuhiro Murayama (NICT), Benoît Pirenne (ONC). 
 

Roles of Scientific Committee Members 

• To ensure that WDS supports ISC’s mission and objectives. 

• To define, develop and prioritize plans for WDS. 

• To establish and oversee the review of existing and new WDS Members. 

• To establish and maintain a mechanism for oversight of WDS activities. 

• To facilitate cooperation and integration with relevant national, regional, and international programmes, 

organizations, and institutions. 

• To mobilize funds for the implementation of WDS and for related activities of the SC and of WDS Working 

Groups. 

• To publicize and promote the activities of WDS. 

Responsibilities of Scientific Committee Members 

• Attend face-to-face meetings up to twice a year (travel support is provided by the WDS International 

Programme Office), as well as monthly web conferences. 

• Represent WDS at relevant meetings around the world. 

• Guide and convene WDS Working Groups and appropriate work plans. 

• Assist in mobilizing financial and human resources for WDS. 

Nomination Procedure 

1) All nominating bodies are requested to submit a completed Nomination Form (attached) to the WDS 

International Programme Office by email at ipo@worlddatasystem.org no later than Wednesday, 5 May. 

Exceptionally, nominations may be accepted from interested individuals who feel they have the qualities and 

experience to serve on the WDS-SC. In this case, a short cover letter should be addressed to the Chair, Dr Alex 

de Sherbinin, stating your interest and how you could contribute to the work of the WDS-SC. 

2) The Chair of the WDS-SC and the Executive Director will review all materials and will prioritize the nominees 

according to their complementarity of the present WDS-SC. This prioritization will be submitted to ISC. 

3) ISC will review the proposed ranking and appoint the individuals to serve on the Scientific Committee. 

Successful nominees will thus be invited to join the WDS-SC. The three-year term of the new Committee 

Members will start from July 2021. 

mailto:ipo@worlddatasystem.org


 

World Data System Scientific Committee (WDS-SC) 
2018–2021

Chair: Dr Alexander de Sherbinin 
(2nd term: 1 July 2018–30 June 2021) 
Center for International Earth Science Information 
Network, 
Columbia University, P.O. Box 1000, 
Palisades, NY 10964 
United States 
Tel. +1 845 365 8936 
Email. adesherbinin@ciesin.columbia.edu 

Vice Chair: Dr Ingrid Dillo 
(2nd term: 1 July 2018–30 June 2021) 
Data Archiving and Networked Services, 
Anna van Saksenlaan, 
51, 2593 HW Den Haag 
The Netherlands 
Tel. +31 7 034 94 450 
Email. ingrid.dillo@dans.knaw.nl 

Vice Chair: Professor Elaine Faustman 
(2nd term: 1 July 2018–30 June 2021) 
University of Washington, 
Box: 354695, 4225 Roosevelt Way NE, 
Seattle, WA 98105 
United States 
Tel. +1 206 685 2269 
Email. faustman@uw.edu 

Professor David Castle 
(1st term: 1 February 2020–30 June 2021) 
School of Public Administration, 
Gustavson School of Business, 
University of Victoria, 
PO Box 1700 STN CSC, 
Victoria BC V8W 2Y2 
Canada 
Tel. +1 250 418 0840 
Email. dcastle@uvic.ca 

Professor Aude Chambodut 
(2nd term: 1 July 2018–30 June 2021) 
Ecole et Observatoire des Sciences de la Terre, 
5 rue René Descartes, 
67084 Strasbourg Cedex, 
France 
Tel. +33 3 68 85 00 81 
Email. aude.chambodut@unistra.fr 

Dr Aminata Garba   
(1st term: 1 February 2020–30 June 2021) 
Carnegie Mellon University – Africa, 
Regional ICT Center of Excellence Bldg, 
Kigali Innovation city - Bumbogo 
Kigali 
Rwanda 
Tel. + 250 781 520 472 
Email. aminata@ece.cmu.edu 

Dr Isabelle Gärtner-Roer 
(2nd term: 1 July 2018–30 June 2021) 
World Glacier Monitoring Service, 
Department of Geography, 
University of Zurich, Winterthurerstr. 190, 
8057 Zurich 
Switzerland 
Tel. +41 446 355 139 
Email. isabelle.roer@geo.uzh.ch 

Professor Toshihiko Iyemori 
(2nd term: 1 July 2018–30 June 2021) 
WDC for Geomagnetism, Kyoto, 
Graduate School of Science, Kyoto University, 
Kitashirakawaoiwakecho, Sakyo-ku, 
Kyoto 606-8502  
Japan 
Tel. +81 75 753 3949 
Email. iyemori@kugi.kyoto-u.ac.jp 

mailto:adesherbinin@ciesin.columbia.edu
mailto:ingrid.dillo@dans.knaw.nl
mailto:faustman@uw.edu
mailto:aude.chambodut@unistra.fr
mailto:isabelle.roer@geo.uzh.ch
mailto:iyemori@kugi.kyoto-u.ac.jp


 

Professor Claudia Medeiros 
(1st term: 1 April 2020–30 June 2021) 
Institute of Computing, University of Campinas, 
Brazil 
Av Albert Einstein 1251, 13083-852 
São Paulo 
Brazil 
Tel. +55 19 3521 5855 
Email. cmbm@ic.unicamp.br 

Professor Marc Nyssen 
(1st term: 1 July 2018–30 June 2021) 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel, 
Boulevard de la Plaine 2, 
B-1050 Brussel 
Belgium 
Tel. +32 477 555 785 
Email. mnyssen@vub.ac.be 

Dr Ioana Popescu 
(1st term: 1 July 2018–30 June 2021) 
Department of Integrated Water Systems and 
Governance, 
IHE-Delft Institute for Water Education, 
Westvest 7, 2611 AX Delft, 
PO Box 3015, 2601 DA Delft 
The Netherlands 
Tel. +31 15 2151895 
Email. i.popescu@un-ihe.org 

Professor Juanle Wang 
(1st term: 1 February 2020–30 June 2021) 
Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural 
Resources Research, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
11A, Datun Road, Chaoyang District,  
Beijing, 100101  
China 
Tel. +86 10 6488 8016 
Email. wangjl@igsnrr.ac.cn 

ECR Network Representative 

Dr Lianchong Zhang 
(Term: 1 July 2020–30 June 2021) 
Aerospace Information Research Institute 
Chinese Academy of Sciences 
No.9 Dengzhuang South Road 
Haidian District 
Beijing 100094 
China 
Tel. +86 10 8217 8171 
Email. zhanglc@radi.ac.cn  

Ex officio members 

Dr Heide Hackmann 
Chief Executive Officer, 
International Science Council (ISC), 
5 rue Auguste Vacquerie, 
75116 Paris 
France 
Tel. +33 1 4525 6365 
Email. heide.hackmann@council.science 

Dr Yasuhiro Murayama 
Strategic Program Office, NICT, 
4-2-1 Nukui-kita, Koganei, 
Tokyo 184-8795 
Japan 
Tel. +81 42 327 6685 
Email. murayama@nict.go.jp 

Dr Benoît Pirenne 
Ocean Networks Canada, 
University of Victoria, 
PO Box 1700 STN CSC, 
Victoria, BC V8W 2Y2  
Canada 
Tel. +1 250 472 5353 
Email. bpirenne@uvic.ca 

mailto:cmbm@ic.unicamp.br
mailto:mnyssen@vub.ac.be
mailto:i.popescu@un-ihe.org
mailto:zhanglc@radi.ac.cn
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